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SYMPOSIUM

FRIDAY 18.03.2022
8.30 COFFEE AND WELCOME
9.00 INTRODUCTION

Jean-Pierre Greff

(Director, HEAD - Genéve)

and Anthony Masure

(Head of Research, HEAD - Genéve)

SESSION 1 DENIM EVERYTHING AS PROMPT

What does one do with a collection of denim objects ? What do denim objects
in the aggregate do for the concepts, practices and fields that ‘house’ the
collection? How does one actually go about archiving a collection of this
nature? From the collection’s origin to the possibilities it affords in thinking
about ary ph from q ions it raises to the methods it
calls for, this session will serve as an overview of the challenges and possible
avenues of the Jeansdinge research project.

9.10 INTRODUCTION: THE JEANSDINGE COLLECTION
Katharina Hohmann
(Artist, researcher, in charge of Option Construction,
HEAD - Genéve)
9.30 OPENING THE ANARCHIVE
Lorelei Regamey
(Researcher, HEAD — Genéve)
9.45 DU DENIMERIQUE
Anthony Masure
(Head of Research, HEAD - Genéve)
10.00 Q&A
Moderation: Aude Fellay
(Researcher and lecturer in fashion, HEAD - Genéve)
10.30 COFFEE
SESSION 2 ALL OVER

Unauthored designs, for the most part mass-produced, united, if not elevated,
by a fabric. What does denim afford the objects it covers? What is fabric’s
lure ? Focusing on fabric as material, text and image, this session will probe
the relationship between surface and content.

10.45 MATERIALITY
Nils Réller
(Author and professor, ZHdK, Zurich)
11.00 WRAPPED IN TEXTILES - PACKAGING
Denise Locher
(Archivist, Museum fiir Gestaltung, Zurich)
115 THE ADHESIVENESS OF DENIM
Rob van Leijsen
(Graphic designer, HEAD — Genéve)
11.30 Q&A
Moderation: Katharina Hohmann
(Artist, researcher, in charge of Option Construction,
HEAD - Genéve)
12.00 LUNCH
SESSION 3 DENIM POLITICS

Denim brings to mind iconic pop cultural moments. Yet it also stands as a
symbol of capitalism’s wrongs: mass production, the plundering of natural
resources and the exploitation of cheap labour. Alerting us to the production
and consumption contexts of denim, this session will provide historical and
anthropological insights into the fabric.

13.00 OBSTRUCTIONS/JEAN FACTORY
film 12 min., 2008. Filmscreening.
Ali Kazma

(Artist, Istanbul / Paris)

13.30 (UN)CHAIN A GLOBAL OBJECT: THE JEAN AS POLITICS
lulia Hasdeu

(Researcher and lecturer, Geneva)

13.45 EAST BERLIN, 1976

Katharina Tietze

(Designer and professor, Head of the Trends & Identity
program, ZHdK, Zurich)

14.00 Q&A

Moderation: Mikhail Rojkov
(Researcher, HEAD - Genéve)
and Lorelei Regamey
(Researcher, HEAD - Genéve)
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14.30 PAUSE
SESSION 4 DENIM TROUBLE

What happens to the fabric’s Americanness and associated qualities when it is
turned into a denim-wrapped anything? What happens to design when ‘vulgar’
denim objects claim a place amongst it? In a back and forth between fabric and
objects, imperialism and gender, the vernacular and the institutional, this session
will explore the ways in which the Jeansdinge, and projects that resonate with it,
‘trouble’ the symbols on which they rest and the spaces they occupy.

15.00 DENIM LAND

Celeste Hay

(Writer and print designer, Geneva)
1515 JEANSDINGE, OR THE CUTE AND VULGAR

Aude Fellay

(Researcher and lecturer in fashion, HEAD — Genéve)
15.30 THE GENDER OF JEANS: FROM MENSWEAR TO NORMCORE
Elizabeth Fischer

(Professor in the history of fashion, HEAD — Genéve)

16.00 ARTICULATING SAUCE

Malique Mohamud

(Writer and researcher, Het Nieuwe Instituut, Rotterdam)
16.15 Q&A

Moderation: Camille Farrah Buhler
(Artist and designer, Geneva)

and Chaim Vischel

(Artist and researcher, HEAD — Genéve)
16.45 PAUSE

SESSION 5 ART IN DENIM

If denim has found its way on to commodities, it has also made a place for itself in
art practices. Artists who have made use of denim will address its meaning and
function in their work. The session will also look into the relationship of objects to
the moving image, anticipating the research’s next step — the filmic activation of
the Jeansdinge objects.

1715 UNDESTROYABLE DENIM
Ernestyna Orlowska

(Artist and performer, Bern)
17.30 HOW TO BUILD A COWBOY

Vincent Kohler

(Artist, tutor, Option Construction, HEAD - Genéve)
17.45 UNE GOUTTE DE SOLEIL TURQUOISE
Sabrina Calvo

(Writer, Paris)

18.00 THE ANIMATED OBJECT IN CINEMA
Lucien Monot

(Film director, Lausanne)

18.30 Q&A

Moderation: Katharina Hohmann

(Artist, researcher, in charge of Option Construction,
HEAD - Genéve)

SESSION 6 THE SOUND OF DENIM

The words ‘jeans’ and ‘denim’ have an interesting linguistic history: ‘Jeans’
and ‘denim’ literally come from Genoa (de Génes) and de Nimes. Working
through the record covers and tracks in the collection, this last session will
dive into the sound of denim. Think ‘Venus in Blue Jeans’ (Jimmy Clanton,
1962), ‘From Levis to Calvin Klein Jeans’ (Brenda Lee, 1981), ‘Blue Jean’ (David
Bowie, 1984) or ‘Hip Teens don’t wear Blue Jeans’ (Frank Popp, 2001)...

19.00 COMMENTS ON RECORD COVERS AND
OTHER MUSICALIA IN THE COLLECTION
Ambroise Tiéche
(Artist, tutor, Option Construction, HEAD — Genéve)
19.30 FINGERFOOD AND DRINKS
20.00 DIGGING DA DENIM

DJ set ANITA KIRPPIS
(Djxtte, Geneva)

With additional contributions by: Valérie Mavridorakis (Professor of art history
and contemporary art at Sorbonne Université, Paris), Renate Flagmeier (Director,
Museum der Dinge, Berlin), Imke Volkers (Curator, Museum der Dinge, Berlin).
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SATURDAY 19.03-SUNDAY 20.03.2022
The open archive will make the i i il to

the public in full. The display will echo the symposium’s themes and allow the
audience to immerse itself in the odd world of denim objects.

SATURDAY 19.03.2022

10-12.00 STUDENT WORKSHOP
Led by Aude Fellay, Katharina Hohmann, Katharina Tietze,
Eva Wandeler

12-18.00 OPEN ARCHIVE EXHIBITION

SUNDAY 20.03.2022

12-18.00 OPEN ARCHIVE EXHIBITION

FREE ADMISSION

PLEASE REGISTER AT:
jeansdinge.head @ hesge.ch

QUESTIONS:
+41(0)774486513
+41(0)76 547 4846

The one-day symposium JEANSDINGE ON THE MOVE is part of a practice-
based research project straddling the fields of art and design at HEAD —Genéve
directed by Katharina Hohmann and funded by HES-SO (2021-2022). It is
supported by the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF).

Research team: Katharina Hohmann, Aude Fellay, Lucien Monot, Lorelei
Regamey, Katharina Tietze, Chaim Vischel and Camille Farrah Buhler.

Object n°233

Inflatable floating tyre, top printed with
abstract denim, two white plastic handles.
Inscription: Jeans Safer’

Brand: Wehncke, Germany

Material: Plastic
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